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dusty road so his clothes were dusty. As he had traveled a long distance, he was 

tired and was not able to go farther therefore he could not cross the bridge.  

Q2. Why did the old man leave San Carlos? Why did the old man wants to go to  

Barcelona?  

Ans. The old man left San Carlos because of artillery that the captain told him. The 

old man wanted to go to Barcelona because the trucks were heading towards that 

place. He was very tired and could not go further so there was one alternative that 

was to go by trucks that were going to Barcelona.  

Q3. 'Oh,' I said, not quite understanding.. 'What was it about the old man's 

statement, 'I was taking care of animals', what was it that the narrator did not 

understand?  

Ans. The narrator was not able to understand what animals the old man was taking 

care of because he did not look like a shepherd nor a herder although he had dusty 

clothes and grey dusty face.  

Q4. Where did the narrator expect the approaching battle to take place?  

Ans. The narrator expected the approaching battle to take place somewhere near 

the bridge where the old man was sitting.  

Q5. 'IVs better not to think about the others.' What does the old man mean by 

'the others'? Why does he say so?  

Ans. By 'the others', the old man means to say to think of the goats because he knew 

the cats can look out of itself and the birds can fly as he has left the cage open but 

the goats cannot save themselves.  

Q6. Did the old man look upon his animals as his family? What made him worry 

about them? What did the old man fear would harm his animals?  

Ans. Yes, the old man looked upon his animals as his family. He was worried about 

them because he had no family other than these animals and he had to leave them 

so that to move himself to a safer place. He was feared that artillery fire would harm 

them and they would be killed because of his absence there.  

Q7. The old man was a victim of the war, but he had no wish to play a part in it. 

How do you come to know of this from the story?  

Ans. The old man was the victim of war because he had to leave his home and his 

family. He only talked about animals. He had nothing to do with the war because he 

had no politics. He did not bother who wins or loses. He only cared about his pet 

animals.  

Q8. Wars have an adverse, effect on our lives. How does the story brings out 

this truth?  

Ans. Since the arrival of human beings on the earth, wars have been a part of life. It 
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has family and his native village because of this dreadful war. He has to walk miles 

by foot although he was too old to go any farther, but, the war had left no 

alternative for him. We have read in the story how carts, trucks, and other vehicles 

along with people were hurrying in leaving their homes. So, this story has brought 

out the whole truth about the destruction of wars and its adverse effect on our lives.  

Language Work  
Make sentences using the following words and expressions.  

Artillery, Coup, Check-post, Out-post, Bridgehead, Come through, Stagger, 

Hurry, To take care of, Blankly  

 Artillery: Due to artillery on the border many people have to leave their homes 

to move to a safer place.  

 Coup: He was overthrown in an army coup.  

 Check-post: A check-post was placed on the entrance of the country so that to 

check the people coming from other countries.  

 Out-post: The whole valley has been established as a military outpost for 

decades.  

 Bridgehead: The established a bridgehead on the entrance before the infiltration 

of rebels.  

 Come through: The old man came through the captain about the artillery.  

 Stagger: It staggers me to see how much the money they have spent on this 

project.  

 Hurry: There is no need to hurry in this matter.  

 To take care of: Don't worry, the government will take care of your belongings.  

 Blankly: He looked at me blankly and went on his way.  

 


