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Summary of the poem  

The poem "On Killing A Tree" has been written by an Indian poet Gieve Patel. 

The poet says that the killing of a tree is not an easy process. It takes much 

time to kill a tree. It is no easy to cut it with a simple blow of a knife. It needs 

much more effort. The tree has taken a long time in the process of its growth 

by absorbing the sunlight, air, and water for years on the crust of the earth. 

The tree grows in full-size feeding underneath on earth's crust and then gives 

its fat branches and leaves.  

The poet Says that if a tree is killed from the trunk it wows again. The bark of  

the tree can heal again. The tree does not have much pain on cutting on the 

trunk. Its twigs grow again and give rise to its leaves. So to kill a tree 

completely, we have to pull it from the roots which lie underground. Roots are 

the strongest parts of a tree. They held a tree fixed in the ground. The tree will 

grow again if the roots are not pulled out from the ground.  

The roots are to be pulled out of anchoring earth with the help of ropes. This 

will expose the strength of the tree that is the roots. Roots are the most 

sensitive white and wet parts of the tree that remains hidden inside the earth 

and provide the Strength to the tree for years.  

When the choking is done, then the chocked tree is to be kept in the sun and 

air so that its colour and softness withers away. Once the roots are pulled out 

and exposed to the sun and the air, they wither and the tree is finally killed,  

Understanding the Poem  

Q1. The growth of a tree is a long process; the killing of a tree is a longer 

you agree?  

Ans. According to the poet, the killing process of a tree is longer than the 

growth of trees because it is not easy to kill a tree with a simple blow of knife. 

It is to be uprooted from inside the earth otherwise its branches will grow 

again. So, this process takes a long time.  

Q2. How has the grown to its full size? List the words suggestive of its life 

and activity.  
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Ans. The growth of a tree is a slow process. It takes its nourishment in the form 

of minerals from the earth through the roots and grows in its full size by 

absorbing the sunlight, air, and water for years. The suggestive words for its 

life and activity are: consuming, rising out, feeding, absorbing, and sprouting. 

Bleeding, heal, expand.  

Q3. What does the by the bleeding barks? What makes it bleed? 

Ans. The bark is the outer layer of the tree. It is very hard, dry, and rough. The 

bark is just like the skin of a tree. If a tree is cut down it gives out a sap-like 

fluid. The poet considers this sap-like substance as the blood of a tree. So, 

saying bleeding bark, the poet means this sap that flows down when a tree is 

cut. The poet wants to say that the trees have life just like human beings have.  

Q4. The poet says No at the beginning of the third stanza. What does it 

signify?  

Ans. By saying 'No' the poet means to say that the killing of a tree has not 

done yet, it is not easy to kill a tree by cutting its branches. It will grow again in 

its full size. To kill the tree completely, we must pull out the roots that provide 

it the strength and holds it firmly to the ground.  

Q5. What does the poet mean by the earth cave?  

Ans. The earth cave is a place or pit in which the roots of a tree remain hidden 

for years to support a tree in holding it firmly on the ground. Here the poet 

means to say that the roots are hidden inside the ground. They cannot be seen 

until they pulled off the cave.  

Q6. What according to the poet kill a tree?  

Ans. According to the poet to kill a tree is not an easy process. Cutting its 

branches and trunk cannot kill a tree. The tree is killed out only once its roots 

are uprooted and dried under sun and air. Once the drying process is done, it 

gets hardened, twisted, brown and withered, and then the tree is finally killed 

out.  

Q7. How do you find the style employed by the poet in the poem? Read 

the poem once again. 
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Ans. There is no specific style employed in the poem. It may be sarcastic, It is 

very simple. Although the poem consists of four stanzas, there is not any kind 

of rhyming scheme in the poem and the length of the lines in all the stanzas is 

not fixed.  

 


