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Summary of the Poem  

The poem "l Can Not Remember My Mother" has been written by Rabindranath 

Tagore. An Indian poet Tagore was the lover of Nature and his homeland.  

In this poem, he writes how much his mother loved him. He says that he remembers 

his mother in the middle of the play when he hears a tune the same as his mother 

used to Sing while swaying his cradle to make him sleep well. He says that he smells 

the scent of his mother when the scent of flowers floats in the air in the morning 

service of the temple.  

With emotions, intense feelings, and sensitiveness, the poet remembers the gazing 

of his mother on his face when he looks into the blue sky which is very far away from 

him gazing at him, as his mother has gone, she is also very far away from him now. 

His mother used to gaze on his whole face while standing still nearby him. These 

lines in the poem are very emotional and heart touching lines. 

Understanding the Poem  

Q1. What is the poet doing when he remembers his mother?  

Ans. First time the poet remembers his mother when he is at play. The second time 

he remembers his mother when he smells the scent of flowers of the temple that his 

mother used to use. The third time he remembers his mother when he looks into the 

sky gazing at him like his mother used to gaze at him. 

Q2. In what ways does the poet feel the presence of his mother?  

Ans. The poet feels the presence of his mother in music, in the scent of shiuli flowers, 

and in the stillness of blue sky that gazes at him.  

Q3. What does the poet hear when he is at play?  

Ans. The poet hears the tune of a song that his mother used to hum while rocking 

his cradle.  

Q4. What do we use for the cradle song?  

Ans. The word 'lullaby' is used for the cradle Song. In Hindi, We use 'Lori' for the 

cradle Song.  

Q5. Is the poet’s mother dead or alive? How do you come to how about it? 

Ans. The poet's mother is dead because a person is only remembered when he 

leaves us forever and never to come back again. In the poem, the poet remembers 

his mother many times. In the last times, he feels the stillness of his mother's gaze all 

over the sky. These feelings show that his mother is dead.  
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Q6. What sights and smells remind the poet of his mother?  

Ans. The sight of stillness of blue sky and the smell of shiuli flowers of temple 

remind the poet of his mother 

Q7. What are the feelings that this poem arouses in you? 

Ans. The poem arouses the feelings of the presence of our mother with us. We feel 

the love of our mother that she used to when we were in the childhood Stage.At the 

same time the poem makes us to feel grateful to the God for blessing us with 

mother  

Q8. What is imagery? Point out the imageries in the poem  

Ans. An imagery is a picture created through the use of words to create experiences 

that appeal to one or more of our five senses-sight, sound, smell, taste, etc. 

Various imaginaries created by poet in the poem are: 

When the poet is at play, in the morning of autumn season, when the poet is in his 

bedroom 

 


