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Summary of the poem 

The poem "The Road Not Taken" has been written by a famous American poet, 

Robert Lee Frost. He faced hard times in publishing his collection of poems. In this 

poem, he tells us about making Choices, In everyone's life, a day Come-S When one 

has to decide for right or Wrong this takes a person to the desired track he selects.  

The poet faces the same situation in this poem. He comes across a diverged road. He 

says that being a single traveller he cannot stay for a long time gazing the road, as he 

cannot travel on both the roads. He looks down one of the roads and finds it narrow 

and hard to pass through because it is full of bushes and dense forest trees.  

Then he looks towards the other road which is very fair to walk through because it is  

with Soft grass and has not used yet by any traveller. This road Seems to be good for  

travel ling.  

He says that both roads are equal in use because both roads have not been used by 

anyone. No steps have been seen on these roads as leaves are, as such as they have 

fallen. No footprints are seen on the decomposed leaves. The poet decides to travel 

through the road which he describes as hard and densely populated with forest trees 

and bushes. Doubt comes in his mind whether he ever comes back to home to meet 

his family or not. With a sigh, he Says to himself if he loses his way, he will tell 

everyone that he lost his way only by taking the Wrong decision or by selecting the 

Wrong choice on the road which was diverged in two roads, and that decision made 

all the difference that he came to an unknown place, leaving his family there at 

home.  

The in this poem conveys a meaningful message that he experiences in his life. A 

good choice makes our life happy forever and the wrong choice ruins our lives. So, it 

is better to think before making choices and decisions. Wisely saying, "Don't judge a 

book by its cover."  

Understanding the Poem  

Q1. Where does the traveller find himself? What problem does he face?  

Ans. The poet finds himself in a yellow wood where the road has diverged into two 

roads. He finds that one road goes through the dense forest trees and bushes and 

the other on the soft green. Due to this separation of roads, he faces a problem of 

making a decision Of what way he has to travel.  

Q2. What is the difference the two roads as described by the in stanzas two and 

three 

Ans. The poet says that one road goes through the dense forest trees and the bushes 

and the other road is grassy looking. Both roads have not been used yet as no steps 

have been seen on the roads.  

Q3. Which road does the poet choose? Does he regret his decision?  
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Ans. The poet chooses the road which is less travelled by and which goes through 

the dense forest trees and bushes. Yes, he regrets his decision because in the last 

Stanza of the he Says that he will tell every generation that his wrong choice made all 

the difference that he lost his way back to his home.  

Q4. Find the rhyme scheme of the poem 

Ans. The poem has 'abaab' type of rhyme scheme 

Q5. Explain the meaning of the following phrases 

a) a yellow wood: the forest looks yellow to the poet in autumn season.  

b) Bent in the undergrowth: A narrow path through the forest which is difficult to 

pass through.  

c) Trodden black: Footprints or Steps which remain after a person walks on moist 

land 

 


